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N We want to find out whether your
cancer was caused by chance, or if
it could have been inherited (passed
down in families). To understand this,
we need to do some genetic testing.
In the next few pages, we will try
to help you understand what is
happening, why it is happening,
and what the next steps are.
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one gene called EPCAM (this gene
works together with MSH2) we need to know about. This is
because they can cause inherited cancer.




WHAT IS LYNCH SYNDROME?
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If your MMR proteins do not
work properly and errors occur
in your DNA, this means you
have a higher risk of getting
cancer.

Each cell splits into two cells.

If DNA damage occurs during this
process the MMR proteins repair
the damage, and the cell carries on
behaving as normal.

If there are no MMR proteins to repair
the DNA damage, mistakes in the DNA
can build up and this can stop cells
behaving normally. Sometimes, cells
start to make too many copies of itself.

THIS CAN BECOME
A CANCER TUMOUR

Remember: Having altered MMR
genes does not mean a person will
definitely get cancer, they are at a
higher risk compared to someone
whose MMR genes work properly
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Your cancer cells are checked using a test called Immunohistochemistry
(or IHC). This is a standard routine test that looks for MMR proteins.

The results of the IHC test will determine what needs to happen next.
Ask your nurse or doctor about your test result.

MLH1 PROTEIN MISSING (CAN HAVE OTHER
MISMATCH REPAIR PROTEINS MISSING TOO)
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