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Toxicity Tools
Table 1: Radiation Therapy Oncology Group (RTOG) and Common Terminology Criteria for Adverse Events (CTCAE) scoring for radiation induced skin 
reactions

0 1 2 3 4 5

RTOG No changes Faint erythema
Dry desquamation
Decreased sweating

Tender
Bright erythema
Moderate oedema
Patchy moist desquamation

Moist desquamation in 
areas other than skin 
folds
Pitting oedema

Ulceration
Haemorrhage
Necrosis

Death

CTCAE No changes Faint erythema
Dry desquamation

Moderate erythema
Patchy moist desquamation

Moist desquamation in 
areas other than skin 
folds
Bleeding induced by 
minor trauma

Life-threatening consequences: 
full-thickness skin necrosis
Spontaneous bleeding

Death
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Skin

With permission from: 7Jothishankar and stein (2019)
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• 57 year old female
• Jamaican heritage
• Dark skin tone
• SCC Left Tonsil
• Severe RISR
• “Text books only show white 

skin”

4STH (2018)
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6Salinas-Santander, Trevino and Rosa (2018)

Skin

5OpenStax College (2013)
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Toxicity tools
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https://www.wounds-uk.com/resources/details/addressing-skin-tone-bias-wound-care-assessing-signs-and-symptoms-people-dark-skin-tones

https://www.wounds-uk.com/resources/details/addressing-skin-tone-bias-wound-care-assessing-signs-and-symptoms-people-dark-skin-tones
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Skin tone tool (adapted from Ho and Robinson, 2015)
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Thank you

• naman.julka-anderson@ rmh.nhs.uk
• njulkaanderson@ macmillan.org.uk 
• @ naman_julka (X)
• @ namanjulka (Instagram)

mailto:njulkaanderson@macmillan.org.uk
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